Subject / Verb Agreement
Identifying and Writing Simple Sentences


A simple sentence, often referred to as an independent clause, is a group of words that contain both a subject (noun or pronoun) and a verb (action or non-action) and express a complete thought. Just because a sentence is labeled a simple sentence does not mean that the sentence lacks specific detail.
Exercise 1

Identify the simple subjects and simple verbs in the following sentences. Underline the subject once and the verb twice.

1. The rose bushes bloom in the spring.

2. Jasper played the piano beautifully.

3. The museum was busy during the summer.

4. Tony bought tickets to the soccer game.

Exercise 2

Write three simple sentences, each with a single subject and a single verb. Put some detail in your simple sentence.
1.

2.

3.

Exercise 3

Identify the two subjects and the one verb in the following simple sentences. Underline the subjects once and verb twice.

1. The tourists and their guide became friends.
2. Swimming and snowboarding are healthful activities. 

3. Rain and sleet fell for several hours.

4. Firefighters and police officers often work together.
5. My brother and sister left for school together.
6. Wind and rain blew into the window. 

Exercise 4

Write three simple sentences, each with two subjects and one verb. Put some detail in your sentences.
1.  

2.

3.

Exercise 5

Identify one subject and two verbs in the following sentences. Underline the subject once and the verbs twice.

1. We played in the snow and made a snowman.
2. The old car rattled and rumbled down the street.

3. After practice, they walked and jogged back to the gym.

4. The traffic moved a little and then stopped completely.

5. Reading that book relaxed me and helped me sleep.

Exercise 6

Write three simple sentences, each with one subject and two verbs. Be creative.

1. 

2.

3.

