






































ABE WOJIBN TO BLAME' 641 

out of it to shadow all their future lives, that is a thing too far 
oft to trouble their speculations. 

Bu. more mischievous than all together are those wives who, 
knowing their husbands' salary to be two thousand dollars a year, 
i sist upon living as if it was twenty thousand. If the women 
who live beyond their husbands' income would live within it, the 
divorce courts might dismi88 one-half their officials. But the, 
will not. Each one prefers a new spring costume, or lOme othet . 
equally trivial thing, to a happy home. Each one is 80 anxioUl 

. for BOme paltry social klat that she never notices the marks of 
desperate struggle on her husband's face-the brows that wear a 
constant plait of tension, the eyelids drooping over eyes full of 
care, the unconscious plaintiveness of manner which would touch 
any heart but that of a woman bent on looking as stylish as one 
acquaintance, and a little more BO than another. If the husbands 
of snch women have strength tp resist their demands, they save 
their integrity at the price of their happiness. If they cannot 
face tears ad complainings, they very frequently go to the peni­
tentiary for their wives' millinery, or Christmas presents, or sum­
mer extravagances. 

Marriages f~r money, secret and clandestiBe marriages, add 
cousiderably to the miserab e total of divorce. But in such 
cases men are, as a rule, as guilty as women. Indeed, it is not 
pretended. that in all this wrong men are altogether blameless. 
But every Dlan is just what soms woman hal mad8 him; it may 
be mother, sister, wife. Every woman a man meets influences 
him. It is her nature to do BO, her genius, her song, flowing out 
she knows not whither, returuing never again. Then, if the 
f miuiue influence of a man's childhood be adverse, it is a pitiful 
thing if his marriage is alBO a failure. But if he has had a good 
mother, the chances are that he will choose him a good wife. 

The greatest mistake men make is in marrying immature 
women, girls in their teens, who have all the crudeness and tart­
ness of BOur fruit. A tradition of innocence and gentleness hangs 
about a young girl, bnt in reality she is the most cruel of human 
creatures. Her judgments are harsh, her prejudices st ft, her 
sympathies narrow, and she 18 full of self-assertion. In a few 
years the same girl may have mellowed and ripened, have become­
less conceited and more conciliating, and a man may marry her 
with hopes of realizing his dream of wife and home. 
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