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own knowledge of U.S. foreign policy. Administer the survey to fellow stu-
dents, friends, relatives, or members of your local community, and report
your results in class. Do your findings suggest that we are, in fact, as “obliv-
ious” as Hertsgaard suggests?

11. Do further research on the concept of “blowback” by reading the articles
by Chalmers Johnson that Hertsgaard mentions in this selection, originally
appearing in The Nation magazine on October 15 and December 10, 2001,
or by consulting additional articles written by Johnson or those written in
response to his 2000 book Blowback: The Costs and Consequences of
American Empire. What might the idea of “blowback” suggest in relation
to assessing the long-term consequences of U.S. actions in nations like
Afghanistan and Iraq?

12. Since the formulation of the Defense Planning Guidance draft in 1992,
which first articulated the case for American military domination in the
post-Cold War era, the idea of a new American “empire” has been growing
in popularity. Research the idea of American empire and related concepts
like “the Bush Doctrine” to learn more about what Hertsgaard terms the
new “grand strategy of American foreign policy.” What, if anything, might
be wrong with the idea of establishing an “empire” as a goal for America in
its dealings with the rest of the world?

The War on Terrorism
JOEL ANDREAS

You might think that comics are all about teenage superheroes or ducks
in short jackets, but not if you've ever encountered the source of this selec-
tion. Joel Andreas’s Addicted to War: Why the U.S. Can’t Kick Militarism
(2002) is a cultural phenomenon—a comic book with a deadly serious sub-
Jject that, in an era of ever increasing international tensions, has emerged as
a nationwide best-seller. Joel Andreas (b. 1956) became a committed po-
litical activist while attending antiwar demonstrations with his parents in
Vietnam-era Detroit. He completed his Ph.D. in sociology at UCLA and now
teaches at Johns Hopkins University. In addition to Addicted to War, An-
dreas has published two other “illustrated exposés™ The Incredible Rocky,
an unauthorized biography of the Rockefeller family and Made with Pure
Rocky Mountain Seab Labor (1977), a comic broadside in support of a
strike by Coors Brewery workers.
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Chapter 4
The .
“War on Terrorism?”

After +he horrifie Saphmber ] To £ind out, F makes sense 4o ask the
Yerrorist attacks on the ime Suspect himself. As U.5. warplanes
World Trade Center and +he begar\ bornb'mg A-thanis-!-an, Osamya

Pentagan, ong queston was so bin Laden released a videotaped
sepsitive it was seldom seriously

: message. He praised +he September 1l
2ddressed by the U.5. news media. athacks and c.gh'ed-f-‘a' more abkacks on

the United States. Then he speued out

'||“”M’IHHMW{;"!!IE. his motivations quite clearly.
8

L Wha+

! America is +asting
% oy is some+hin3 nsignificant
i

Cﬁmpﬂ"eJ +o what we have tasted
it for scores of years. Our nation
-\7 i, 11 (the lslamic world) has been tasting
. w1 {his humilizHen and degradation for
V{1 R more +han BO years. s sons are
THH killed, 45 blood is shed, its sanctuaries
I are aitacked and no one hears and ne one heeds.
fifl Mitkions of innocent children are being
‘ ‘ killed 25 1 speak. They are. being killed in
il \rag without committin any sins.... Te
5‘ I America, | say only a gew words 4o i+ and
Rl its people. | swear 4o God, who has
elevated the skies withaut pillars, neither
Rmerica ner the paople who live in it wil
dream of security before we live it here
in Palesting and not before ali the
infide! armies
feave the land
of Muhammad,
I peace be

Osama

fain Laden

Oct 7,2001

1Bin Laden cited in Wall Street Journal online, October 7, 2001.
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Few peaple anywhere in 4he world, incloding +he Middle East,
5upport bin Laden's Yervorist methods. But most pesple in
the Middle East shave his anger at +he United States.

They are angry at +he U.5. for supporting Gorrupt and
dictatorial regimes in +the region, for § +ing Israg)
at the expanse of the Palestinians and for im 5ing
U.5. dictates on the Middle East Fhrough mﬂﬂffry

m:,h‘l’ and brutal aconomic Sanctions.

-+

The Bush Admimstrayion
immed'.a%-zlg instructed
U.S, +elevision nethwarks
to “@x@rcise cavien” in
airing bin Laclen’ +aped
messag es,

But were coverd messages the Administration’s main cancern?
Perh'aps i was more worried aboutHhe impact of bin Laden’s
overt message - +hat the Seplamber 11 attacks were
carried out in refalistlon Lor US. forgign policy and

particolarly US. military intervention in the Midlie East:

e
official
veason ?

The tages
may contain
secret coded
massages for
terrovist

i Americans vealized that

bu.s. military intervention abroad
reught retaliation - cavsing daath

and ngsi-fucﬂen at home — wegmigh-l-

Fhink 4wice absut whether the

US. should be =0 eaqer 4o 9o

ta wlr ovérseas

The fentagon has
demoastrared time and again
+hat ks advanced Weapsnry
can devastate countries
targeted for attack,
leveling basic jnfragtructure
and killing thousands, 2ven
hundreds of thovsande of

o le
H weuld P P
be naivate
Yhink there
would be ne

vetaliation
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Over #he last severa) decades the rug
costs of the wars the US. has waged
overseas have been largely hidden.
We have had o pay +he military bills bot
few Americans Have died. ‘The'death and

The September Il atracks, however, were

net s',mPIy acts of rehlbuﬂm-ﬂey were 2lso
vevocation Bin Laden expected +he U5

o respond with maseive viclence, knowing

dastruction was al gverseas. That
chenged on September Il

The violence
reached the
United Stales

Fhis would bring him new recruits. OMimately,
he i*zaped 45 win Fhe maoriy of the Mushim
werld 4o suppor+ his heiy war on the (AS,

The Bush Administration responded according o

bin Laden's seript Geurqe W Bush declared a
*War on Térrorism, using “good vs. evil"rheforic { Str
that mirrored bin Ladents. Bush and his
advisors were ready, evam @ugar, for the war

bin Laden wanted. They saw the September 1
Attacks as a qrand oppertunthy 1o boost milifany
spending and demonstrate US. military power.

Bushs "War on Terrerism’ began with
U3, warplanes bambi Af,&.mm
‘The Bush Adminigtrafion Fefused
4o negotizte or consider any
Mernatives ts war When she
Afaban gevernement asked for
evidence aqaingt bin Lzden, &
teasonable regves+ +hat might hai‘e
made it possible 1o i
g Pawey Ii?hef{fa?e refe v
‘ | s9id - no
otiattons!
Cwal\ bin
Laden row or

dig alon
with h'.r?\!

be & monumental
le of werSwE
evil... This erusade,
this War entervorism,
is goingtotake 2
while ®

Relatives .
repare 4he
Eoﬂie‘s of
$our small
chitdren
far burial
after a us. |
airstrike,
Kabul,
October
200i.

@

The ?eofle aFAgham'sian soffered Hhe o

US. bombing killed many civilians and +the war

eot off velief supplies %o millions already faes

starvatien. The “otal number of deaths Wil nevér

be krowin, but #5 likely there will be many fimes more civilian
sths in AFﬂhanisi'an than in the”Werld Trade Genfer:

?Bush cited in “The President’s Words,” Los Angeles Times, September 22, 2001,

3Millions were endangered because the war cut off relief supplies (httpi/Anew
.observer.co.uk/afghanistan/story/0,1501,577996,00.html). Analyzing media reports, Marc
Herold of the University of New Hampshire estimated that U.S. bombs killed 3100 to 3700 -

ALlhan aiAliane (hiHes e raihnagee 111k o fo raarhernldd The Moy Voark Timee aetimmated
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As warplanes of the worlds
viches? and most powerful
country bembed people in ane
of the poorgsd and most
miseraole countries an earth,
the streets of cities
4hroughout Hhe Muslim

werld filled with angry
demonsiratiens. Not only
religiovs radicals were angry
Amost e.vergbody in +he
Muslim werld cﬂnsgdf-h

war,

The war added fuel to simmering anti- American
santiments in the Middle East gnmbmj Muslim
countries and sending U.S. 4roops info +his volatile
region will only inspire more hatred for +he United
States and more herrorist akacks on Americans.
Bush surely Kaews this, yet he decided 4o 9o
ahead and Place us in greaier danger anyway.

We never satd +his
War wWas ne’rj-ai
to have costs!

And the warmakers

on both sides are

The War on Terrerism
cannot possibly end
darrarism. Evenf
bin Laden is kifled,
new converts will rally

o join his war 1o

drive the U.S. out of

+he Middle East.

The spiral of vielence -~
i es:.alaﬁng o=
dangerously.

For over forty years, Miaml has
served as the base of oparations
for well-financed groups of Cubay
exilas that hove carried out
vislent dervorist attacks on Cubz

The self- rightecus “goed vs. evil”
rhetorie of the War on Terrorism sharpens
ironies +hat have long shadowed U.S.
Yensuncements Against s+a+e-sfonsored
derrorism. President Bush, for instance,
Promisee- +5 scour the 3Iobe in search
of states that harber terrerists.

He could
of Florida

Mostrecently,
they bombed 2
number of Havana
tourist spots in 1997,
killing an Halian
Yourist, and they tried
+o gssassinate Fidel
Castye in Panama
in 2000
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YAl of
Castrds

planes are
warplaneg”

W would not be difficuly For *he
gavernment 4o find evidence invelvin

Hese terrerist organivations becavze

the CIA and +he ritagon Jrained many
of their members. Take, for instance,
Luis Posada Carriles and Orlande Bosch,
suspected masterninds of the bombing
of a Cuban passenger airliner +har
claimed +he lives of 718 PEofll-

Crlando Basch, 1987,
JeFendima the.
beombing of the
tivilian Euban Fline

Pasadas accamplice, Orlando Bosch, has
long been protected from exhradition
by the US. 9overmen+. Al’l“houqh Basch
was convicted of carrying ot 2 bdzooka
atrack on a ship in Miaml harber,
President Bushs father, George H,
at +he urging of his brother, Jeb,
preven-}'eA his expulsian from the
c.oun-h’ﬁ. He Gigned an e,xec.a'h've

Before Yosada Carriles
could be tried for #he
alrline bombing, he
cu.apecl from & pris'on in
Venewu el'? and found 2
job supplying arms to
AR A B
Nicaraguan contras.

record straight.
| parden enly
-Freedom

Fighters, not
Yerrorjsts!

My parden providing Bosch with safe
experience in Wil haven in Fiorida. Bosch promised
d b ( the CIA gave he would... DT
{ & me the vight ¢ , @'
credentid
W

NP A
S

Rsada, Bosch and Hheir friends
are only 3 few of the violent
characters whose achivities
have been sPonsored by the
clA. Many of the CIAS “coverd
operations” - bombings,
assassinations, sabetaga,
paramilm@ MAssACSs- dre
terrorism ‘by any def inition.
Many of the shadowy figures
invelved in these activities
are still working with the
CIA Bround the world, But
athers - ‘\ndudina Osama
bin Laden - have furped
on +heir former partners.

If 4he younger Bush were seriavs
about going abter all =tates
+hat harbor +errorigts, he
might issue his next uhtimatum
to "hig brether,
-H’!E oYernay
of Florida.

Listen Jeb,
oU're gaing
to have to r.ous‘n
up the termrists
or we stard

bombing Miami

fomerrew!

*Bosch cited in Alexander Cockburn, “The Tribulatians of Joe Dcherty,” Wall Street
Journal, reprinted in the Congressional Record, page E2639.

5Cockburn; John Rice, “Man with CIA Links Accused of Plotting to Kill Castro,” Associ-
ated Press, November 18, 2000; Frances Robles and Glenn Garvin, “Four Held in Plot Against

Fa TR R TR T & e I B L S N F o T s TaT2TaTHE L1 BB Y OO b ER1. .| N o T P S T 2 DTS o T U | ]
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After the end of the
Cold War, many in
Washingten were
reconsldering

Despite the hﬂ:ot:risy and the
"c:oun-iel:&r:iudi\e naturg of the
Waron origm, i+ has

already produced major benelsis

£ Bish and his fiends in +he humangous
Washington, not the least $ire of the Bonds
of which was practically a ilitary amfone,?
blaok check for Hhe military. budget, T-hills?

. which had
‘ ) For whatever converted

i+ takes.. +he U.B.
— from the
warld’s bi%es{'

lender into

In an effort 4o batance the
federal budget, politicians
Were beainn‘m +o frim

the Pentagor’s toemails.

Se P%emb er ||
all “this changed.
Bush and the
Congress
started -h;
m UP'I‘ e
PPEnﬁagon’s
t\oa-l'eg
without
restraint,

6_]cua Conason, “The Bush Pardons,” http:/Asrww.salon.com/news/col/cona/2001/02/27/
pardons/print.html.

"Bosch cited in Cockburm.

"Witliam Blum, Killing Hope: U.S. Military and CIA Interventions Since World War 11
{Monroe, Maine: Common Courage Press, 1995).
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]

aptamber It, 2001 marked +he
eginning of a new chapter in
merica's foreign wars. In this
hapter, viclence may be more
ontinuous and widespread and
here may be more lmpact athome.
Homeland defense” has become
slogan for eliminating civil
Ights protections long deem
ncorvenient by the F&1 and
ther police agencies.

The &nl'agan and the CIA expect 4o have 3
freer hand'in carrying out wars and covert
0?@!’3‘"«\5 around +the world.

Yeah, from naw
on ity going 4o be
o ho”s%arﬁd!

Agenoies that offen
-gjive priority fo Suppressh

a g falﬁjﬁcalzfponmA ?

ot

Remamber +hat the list of Hhose declared
\H o be "enemies” and “ferrerists” by the

¥ | Us. gevernment has included many people
£ ,lﬁi‘ng ﬁfdemor.ragm Hheir countries

Vorder 4o fund the new war effort, Congress has abandoned efforts 4o avoid budget
eficits and preserve Social Security funds, The Army, Navy and Air Faret are lining
p to get money for Expensive new weapons gysfems now packaged as essential for
e Wir on Terroriam.

5 vital for

A ( We eant afford )( homeland defense!
| to be without -
it/
=

We have 1o close
+he window of
wuinerability /

9Post-9-11 restrictons on Civil libertiess Ameriean Civil Tiherties Union -4/
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Even Congreﬁs]onat opposition +o the
far- fetched "missile defense program”

co\lapsed.

My
N
//,a! M )
A y
[/
4 )

In 1972, the U.S. and the USS.R.
‘Bigned the ABM Treaty o fry fo
aveid Yhis kind of arms race. In order
Yo pursue missile defense, the (15,
unilaterall scrappecl +he treaty, But
Hhat didet bether missife defense proponents,

Missile defense,like +he War on Terrorism,
promises 4s protéct Americans from
danger while actually creating 2 much mere
dangerovs world. If other countries think.
there is any chance +he US. ceold block
their missiles, they will feel winerable to
U5 attack. China has already premised to
build mece and bester missiles which could
overwhelm the U.S. “missile shield.” This il
spur a nucléar arms race in Asla.

it China builds move
nuclear missiles, then India
will. If [ndia does, then

Pakistan will. I Pakigtan...

In this spirit, while +he Pentagen has
reduced s arsenal oF yoinerable land-
based missiles, it continves fo spend
billions 4o build mare svbmarine-based
nuclear missiles. And Congress has rejected
the nuclear dest ban treaty, which has

e Hey, the worlds changed. We can
. Win 3narms raca with anyone!/

been signed by
164 countries.

O

The U3 = AU M
i ke 'm(}
\';nour;i -
nudear
firepawer &
Yo w[P‘
ovt

B’ be safe/

most of 3 fa
hwma ‘IH‘y- ] [ ¥ o)

Just o s

o MmO

Ae potential nuclear +argets in
Russia have declined, he Fentagen

8\ has been retameting its missiles

a “every reagonable adversary.”

Which makes other countri
feel like they beder hurr

up and get nuclear '
weagone themselves

loshua Cohen, “An Interview with Ted Postol: What's Wrong with Missile Defense,”
Boston Reviets, October/November 2001; David E. Sanger, “Washington's New Freedom, and
New Worries, in the Post-ABM-Treaty Era,” New York Times, December 15, 2001

1gubmarine-based missites: htto/no-nukes.org/nukewatch/.

2R, Jeffrey Smith, “U.S. Urged to Cut 50% of A-Arms: Soviet Breakup Is Said to Allow
Radical Shift in Strategic Targeting,” Washington Post, January 6, 1991, p. AL
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tn the post- Cold War world order; the US. does not Bot can other countries trust
seem o want 4o be bound by any arms treaties. H a goverment +hat bombed
vefuses o sign a new protocel o the 1372 biolegical Riroshima and Nagasaki and
weapons treaty because it would require international [ actually deveioped plans to use
Inspactions of its biological weapens research smallpex and sther bislogical
facilities, where it is treating deadly new givalns weapons against Vietnam
including hiﬂh‘a lethal pwldere.d andhrax. U.S. and Cuba?

officigls say they are only creating germ weapens in

order 1o stidy Kow to defend agdinst-them.

And US. “weaponized” germs not only represent
2 threat +o people in othier countries. the UB. had a serious
militany competifor in
: the USSR, Today the
What if some US. maintains a huge
of the Pen+agon’s war machine Jeepii‘e.
powdered anthr ax the lack of any serieus
got info +he hands competition. The US.
of some fanatic military budget is now
here in the y larger “han the next
United States? P Sl 15 biggest spenders
: ‘ ' vt togethar. [t makes
UF a 'Fuu 36“ of
total ghbal militany
Spending!

Being the werld
and all, we do have
v, certain

\’ESPorslbihﬁeS!

udith Miller, “U.S. Seeks Changes in Germ War Pact,” New York Times, November 1,
2001; William Broad and Judith Miller, “U.5. Recently Produced Anthrax in a Highly Lethal
Powder Form,” New York Times, December 13, 2001.

“William Broad, Judith Miller, Germs: Biological Weapons and America’s Secret War,
{New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001); William Blum.






