Historical Background on Capital Punishment and Homicide

And speaking of statistics . . . From
Caplow, Theodore. The First Measured Century: An lllustrated Guide to Trends in America 1900-2000. Washington

DC: AEI Press, 2001.

Compare this graph of homicide rates with the execution rate on the following page. Why did Johansen begin his
graph in the 1950s? Why didn’t he begin it in 1910?
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